Going Deep:
Questions to get Your Subject Talking

Preparing your interview questions is one of the most important elements of profile writing. Your task is to
brainstorm questions that are specific and personal to your subject. What is it that you really want to find
out? What’s going to help you address the framing question you set out to answer? The interview should be
just as interesting for the interviewee as it is for you, the writer—and this occurs through thoughtful
questions that may not have been asked before, allowing the interviewee to reflect on their life in a new
way.
After you’ve brainstormed a list of open-ended questions specific to your subject’s life (career, interests,
family, etc.), you might supplement with some of these:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

What was it like living in the town where you grew up?
What brings you joy?
What’s your most painful lesson or painful mistake?
What would you like to learn more about?
Is there any advice you would give to a person my age?
What family member do you feel had the most influence on you growing up? How/why?
What is your earliest memory?
When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up?
How did you feel different as a kid?
If you could live in any other time period, what would it be?
If you could travel anywhere in the world, where would you go?
What three words would you use to describe yourself?
If you could change something in your past, what might that be?
What are you most proud of?
What's one thing about you few people know?
What quality draws you to other people?
How do you see yourself when you project ten years into the future?
What drives you to do what you do?
Do you have anything else to add?
Who else should I talk to?

And one more piece of advice: Mid-interview, as you collect information about your subject, new questions
will likely bubble to the surface. Go off script! Spontaneous questions are the sign of a great interview, so be
sure to let your imagination and curiosity drive the conversation.
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