
Four Tips for Every Playwright  

For some of you, this month will be the first time you have ever written for the stage, while 
others may have penned plays since childhood. Regardless of your experience, these tips will 
help get your draft ready for opening night.  

1. Starting is the hardest part.  
Try out several beginnings and see what works best: a gesture or action, a line of dialogue, a 
moment of erupting emotion, a question, a bit of narration, a sound from off-stage…  
And remember, you don’t necessarily have to begin drafting at the start of the play! Perhaps 
you’ll start writing a scene that you’ve been dreaming up and then come back to sketch in the 
beginning later.  

2. Conflict rarely means a blow-up fight. 
More often, conflict is derived from two competing feelings inside the main character. Example: 
Sameer has a secret he's promised not to share, but he also feels burdened by this responsibility. 
This internal conflict creates all sorts of interesting motivations and tensions—to tell or not to 
tell! The stakes are high, and the audience is invested in the outcome. 

3. Dialogue always sounds different when actually spoken.  
Recruit a couple of friends or family members to read through your script. Take notes as you 
listen, revising words and punctuation as needed. You also may notice that sometimes your 
dialogue feels forced. This often means that you are trying to tell the audience something, 
rather than showing them. For instance, instead of Jacob saying that he's afraid of thunder, can 
he jump at the sound of distant rumbling? 

4. Setting is crucial. 
The audience needs to understand the setting of the play, but sometimes this is hard to convey. 
Remember that setting is made up of three components: time, place, and mood. Make sure that 
you—the playwright—know the year and season, the location, and the general mood of each 
scene—melancholic, exciting, tense, etc. Have you communicated the important setting details 
through stage direction, narration, and dialogue? 
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