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Foreign Correspondent Examples 
Stellar Beginnings (and links to full stories) 

 
 
 
Life in a Prison Turned Hostel 
Memories of Terror and Oppression in Ljubljana 
By Lauren Markham, US 
 

On a summer night, it’s hard to sleep in the former Slovene military prison for all the noise 
down below. My window faces out to the courtyard where the city’s counter-culture kids 
come to party, calling the night’s big bluff by outlasting it to morning. My room, or cell, as 
they’re called here, isn’t too expensive, so I’ve opted not to bunk up with strangers, though 
I may as well be roommates with the street party. And I’m sleeping with ghosts, too. For 
nearly a century, prisoners of a long line of military regimes were packed into this small 
cell, sometimes as many as ten or twelve men sleeping on their sides, alternating head to 
toe along the floor. They died of exposure, here, of disease, of malnutrition, of 
heartbreak—or were executed on the street nearby. But now it’s my hostel room… 

 
 
 
The Grave Business 
Child labor in Bolivia 
By David Böcking, Germany 
 

The Day of the Dead is a good one for Guido. On Día de los Muertos, the cemetery in 
Potosí, Bolivia is filled with people, with entire families gathered in front of burial niches 
stacked one on top of the other. They have brought flowers with them and tantawawas, 
Bolivian bread babies that are part of the Day of the Dead celebrations. 
 

Those who can afford it have their dearly departed serenaded by solo guitarists or by 
entire mariachi bands. But families on a budget turn to 13-year-old Guido, with his hoodie 
and his chubby cheeks. 

 
 
 
 

http://lithub.com/life-in-a-prison-turned-hostel/
http://www.spiegel.de/international/tomorrow/child-labor-in-bolivia-is-legally-permissable-a-1130131.html
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China’s ‘magical road of heaven’ 
By Pallavi Aiyar, India 
 

LHASA - For centuries Tibet has been the embodiment of an exotic fantasy. A Buddhist 
Shangri-La, mysterious and remote, locked away within high mountains from the frenetic 
modernity of the outside world. But as the first train ever pulled up to Lhasa station on July 
1 having hurtled across frozen tundra for more than 1,000 kilometers, a new chapter in 
Tibet's history began.  
 
The Qinghai-Tibet Railway has unlocked the gate to the top of the world and unleashed 
with it a torrent of admiration and criticism. It's the world's longest and highest highland 
railway, an engineering marvel the Chinese government says will bring about an economic 
renaissance in a region that has thus far remained poor and underdeveloped. However, 
critics have raised the alarm regarding the destructive potential of the railway for Tibet's 
pristine environment and unique culture.  

 

 
 

 
 
Landlocked Islanders 
Can Marshall Islanders whose lives are tied to the sea maintain their culture in Oklahoma? 
by Krista Langlois, US 
 

The amount of water is incomprehensible. We’ve been flying for hours, and just when we’re 
about as far from a landmass as you can possibly get—a spot where the curving, wave-
flecked Pacific Ocean stretches thousands of kilometers in every direction—an island slides 
into view. It’s no more than a snippet of sand and palm trees, a snake winding through the 
blue plain of the Pacific. Fanning out around it are 1,200 similar islands, some inhabited, 
others not, arranged into a constellation of 29 atolls like stars in a universe of ocean. For 
every square kilometer of land in the Republic of the Marshall Islands, there are 10,732 
square kilometers of ocean… 

 
 
 
The Long-Distance Learners of Aleppo 
By Sean Coughlan, UK 
 

Mariam Hammad, despite every adversity of war and hardship, is trying to be a student in 
Aleppo in the dark heart of Syria's civil war. 

 

"My city has turned to ruins," she says. 
 

http://www.atimes.com/atimes/China/HG13Ad01.html
https://www.hakaimagazine.com/article-long/landlocked-islanders
http://www.bbc.com/news/business-38798308
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Despite being in constant danger, forced out of her home twice by shelling and living 
without regular supplies of electricity or water, this 22-year-old has refused to give up 
being a student. 
 

Four years ago, she had just left school and begun at the University of Aleppo when it was 
hit by rockets, killing dozens of students around her. 

 
 
 
Charity planes provide 'flying ambulance' for Papua New Guinea's remote residents 
There are only two runways in the vast Sepik River region of Papua New Guinea, and the Samaritan 
Aviation planes don't need either of them. 
By Eric Tlozek, Australia 
 

The two Cessna 206 float planes can land on the many waterways of the Sepik floodplain, 
allowing Samaritan Aviation to provide a free air ambulance service for the people living 
along PNG's longest river and its many tributaries. 
 

Californian aircraft engineer Mark Palm runs Samaritan Aviation from the East Sepik 
capital, Wewak. 
 

"In this area there's a river, the Sepik River, that's 700 miles long, 1,100 kilometres, there's 
one hospital in this area for 500,000 people," he said. 

 
 
 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-01-13/charity-planes-flying-ambulances-for-pngs-remote-residents/8176464



