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Write the World’s 
Recommended Mystery Reads 

 
 
 
 
CLASSICS IN THE MAKING 
 
 

The Mystery of Hollow Places 
Rebecca Podos 
When her father disappears, 17-year-old Imogene Scott suspects he has gone 
looking for her missing mother—a woman she’s never known. The police are coming 
up short, and Imogene is the only one with the clues to find him.  [Junior Library 
Guild Selection] 

 
 

A Study in Charlotte 
Brittany Cavallaro 
The first book in a trilogy, A Study in Charlotte follows the teen descendants of 
Sherlock Holmes and John Watson as they investigate the death of a fellow 
boarding school student. [Junior Library Guild selection, Spring 2016 Indie Next pick, 
2017 ALA Best Fiction for Young Adults selection, 2016 ABC Best Books for Young 
Readers selection, 2017 TAYSHAS List Selection] 

 
 

Caleb Roehrig 
Last Seen Leaving  
Flynn’s girlfriend goes missing. As he searches for clues, he uncovers secrets about 
her whereabouts that lead him deeper into danger, and closer to understanding a 
truth about himself. [A Buzzfeed Best YA Novel of 2016, Best YA Novel of 2016 - Paste 
Magazine, A Kirkus Best of 2016 Book – Teen] 
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Code Name Verity 
Elizabeth Wein 
A British spy named “Verity” crashes into Nazi-occupied France. Captured and 
alone, she must choose whether to reveal her mission or face execution. [A Michael 
L. Printz Award Honor book, Shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal] 
 
 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime 
Mark Haddon 
A classic murder mystery… except this time the victim is a poodle, and the 
detective-narrator is a brilliant autistic teen, determined to uncover the culprit in 
Wellington’s unfortunate—and most unusual—death. 

 
 

Paper Towns 
John Green 
Quentin finally has Margo’s attention—a classmate he’s always loved from afar. But 
when Margo goes missing, a search for her whereabouts leads Quentin to 
unexpected places and a new understanding of the girl he thought he knew. [Winner 
of the Edgar Award for Bes, Young Adult Mystery, A Booklist Best Book of the Year, 
An SLJ Best Book of the Year, A VOYA Best Book of the Year] 

 
 
 Alex Rider Series 
 Anthony Horowitz 

Follow a 14-year-old spy through ten novels, and ten unique missions. It’s up to Alex 
to prevent kidnappings, infiltrate gangs, thwart terrorist plots, and discover the 
truth about missing family members.     
 
 
Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children 
Ranson Riggs 
A family tragedy leads Jacob to a remote island off the coast of Wales, where he 
finds himself amidst the ruins of Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children. As he 
explores the abandoned buildings, he discovers a history much darker—and more 
dangerous—than he’d expected. 
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Jasper Jones  
Craig Silvey  
With a midnight rap on the window, Charlie Bucklin’s life changes from that of a 
typical 13-year-old in a sleepy mining town to one brimming with mystery… and 
consequence. [A 2012 Michael L. Printz Honor Book] 

 
 
 

 
 
 
TIMELESS FAVORITES 
 

And Then There Were none 
Agatha Christie 
One of Agatha Christie’s most popular mysteries, this masterpiece chronicles the 
fate of ten strangers who have been lured to an island to pay for past sins.  

 
 
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 
Arthur Conan Doyle 
In this collection of short stories, Sherlock Holmes and his devoted assistant Dr. 
Watson investigate some of their best known and most intriguing cases. 
 
 
Tales of Mystery and Imagination 
Edgar Allen Poe 
Stories of suspense by one of America’s most famous authors.  


